CHAPTER I

THE RISE AND FALL OF MAN

Time:  Continuous duration as infinity.

 Time will always exist but worldly man will not.

     Minus five days, time never was when man was not. Thus, man is just as old as the earth it self. The ultimate question for many, however, is how man’s being came into existence. There are two plausible explanations: creation and evolution. Whether you believe in evolution or creation, man’s initial physical manifestation was extraordinary. The big bang theory offers interesting scientific points, while creation presents phenomenal spiritual suppositions. I personally believe in creation; therefore, if any part of the big bang theory is true, God caused the big bang. 

     As the world turns and the ozone layer depletes itself man ages psychologically and physically. The older man gets without realistically substantiating his existence, the more distorted and distant grow the ideas of evolution and creation. Over time, man becomes content with just being alive and superficially accepts one of the two possible explanations of his manifestation. In this manner, man fails to understand the nature of his own existence. Without understanding himself, it is improbable that man can understand anyone else. This lack of understanding of such an important part of man’s life has left man ignorant of who he actually is and what his overall purpose on earth is. Man’s failure to know the exact nature of his beginning and his intended purpose has precluded man from perpetuating his existence in a purely peaceful and long-term relationship with the opposite sex. This lack of knowledge not only prevents man from enjoying and pleasing woman at the highest level, but also prevents man from enjoying his own life fully. “You must know where you came from to know where you are going.” A man without complete knowledge of his self has a limited future.
     Man, according to the King James Holy Bible, which I believe is God’s inspired word, is a fallible creature created in the image of God from the dust of the ground. “God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him” (Genesis 1: 27). 
     In the image of God, God created man! What an honor to be created in the likeness of the form and features of the Almighty Creator! Not only did God create man in his image, but God also entrusted man to oversee his entire creation. 

     The Bible emphasizes, “Let them [man] have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth” (Genesis 1:26).

     God loved man so much that he first created man in his image, and second he gave man dominion over all the earth. It should not surprise you that so many men believe they are God’s gift to the world. Unfortunately, mortal man was not God’s gift to the world. Jesus Christ, on the other hand, is without doubt God’s gift to the world. Man was simply put on earth to fulfill God’s purpose. It is God’s purpose man must discern in order to understand his role in the divine plan. 

     Throughout time, man has refused to belittle himself and accept Jesus Christ as the immaculately conceived Lord and Savior, God’s gift to the world. Such distorted thinking blinded man in the past and continues to blind man at present. Therefore, man’s understanding of himself and his ultimate purpose for living remains clouded. Thus, man continues to view life from his own personal perspective instead of from God's perspective. History reveals that man desires the best of the world he lives in at the present age. Aware of the possibility of another world and the power of the Holy Spirit, but unwilling to fathom either, man gave up seeking the unimaginable and remained seemingly happy within his own selfish little world. Within his self-created world, man has abused woman consciously and unconsciously, unbeknownst to himself, to satisfy his alter ego. 
     Man’s failure to acknowledge and utilize the truth keeps him in a digressive state. Where there is digression there is no life-fulfilling progress and everybody suffers, man and woman. It is up to man to rise above his selfishness and grasp the formula for successful living through which everybody within his reach prospers. Man seems to have a problem with being number three in his own life, after God and family. The hidden mystery, however, is he who is first will be last and he who is last will be first. There is a divine purpose for God’s methodology.  He who finishes the race first is not always the ultimate winner.

     God loved man so much that he created for man a helpmate, a companion, a lifelong partner to share the responsibilities of subduing the earth. Man, however, in his corrupted state, failed to define and comprehend what helpmate actually meant. Man also failed to define and accept in its entirety the meaning of sharing. In the King James Holy Bible, God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:  and let them [man] have dominion over all the earth” (Genesis 1:26). It appears all man heard or comprehended was, "Let man have dominion over all the earth." Thereafter, any additional dictates God set in motion man obviously blocked out of his mind, as you will see. 
     God’s intimate love for man did not end with man. It is written, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him" (Genesis 2:18). "So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them [male and female], and God said unto them [male and female], be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth” (Genesis 1:27, 28). It is my interpretation man was to share equally with woman the dominion of the earth. In addition, man was to respect and love woman as he respects and loves himself (1Corinthians 7: 2, Ephesians 5: 28, 33, 1Peter 3: 7). This is the fact that man, past and present, has apparently blocked out of his mind. 

     I believe many men are confused as to the woman’s position in their life. The confusion is related to a commandment God gave after the fall of the first man. God stated to the woman, “Thy desire shall be to thy husband and he shall rule over thee” (Genesis 3: 16). Man deciphered this statement to mean he could do whatever he wanted to with woman. How shameful the thought. There are other scriptures, which I believe confused man to think he could do whatever he wanted to woman. For example: “Wives submit yourselves unto your own husband as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife…. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their husbands in every thing” (Ephesians 5: 22 - 24). Once again, the man apparently blocked the next few scriptures from his mind. Let’s see? “Husbands love your wives even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it. So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh” (Ephesians 5:25, 28, 29). As mentioned above, failure of man to study the word thoroughly and use the word truthfully keeps man in a digressive state and it keeps man and woman at odds with each other. 
     To be granted an authoritative position to rule over someone is an honor. Being appointed to such a position did not mean man was physically, spiritually or psychologically better than the woman. This is simply the hierarchy God implemented. Man is the head. Such an honorary position, however, carries many responsibilities. If the power that accompanies the position is not handled according to God’s will, the authoritative figure can cause negative consequences to manifest upon the ruler and the ruled. Much is required from he or she that is entrusted with the lives of others. In retrospect, it appears God made man a help meet because God knew man was going to need help in administering the power he inherited. God did not make man a help meet for man to abuse physically, sexually, emotionally, and psychologically. 

     Man’s failure to understand, accept and apply the truth was the beginning of his downfall. Thereafter, his continued and repeated disobedient acts towards God hindered his capability to comprehend the truth. Thus, God was compelled to give man up to a reprobate mind, allowing him to live according to his own desires, with consequences however. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Failing to know the way, man will never know the truth and will remain in utter darkness where he will never fully enjoy his life. If man disrespects God, he cannot be expected to respect anyone else. 

     Through my experiences and my observations of relationships, even parental relationships, it appears that many a man think woman is subservient rather than his heavenly equal. As the subservient, woman is supposed to take care of man, economically and emotionally. The twenty-eight-year-old unruly son who fails to get a job and lives off his mother in her home is one prime example. The husband who refuses to give up his player card is another. It is behavior of this magnitude that evidences man's failure to study the will of God, to comprehend, actuate and incorporate God’s will into himself, and to reiterate to woman what God set forth for all humankind. As the head, it is man’s duty to instill in woman God’s intentions for humankind. God’s will entails more than going to church on Sunday and bible study on Wednesday.

     Behind every good man, there is a good woman. Oftentimes, the woman can be credited for keeping the man and the family organized, responsible and wholesome. Women are the nucleus of the family. The woman is the man’s backbone and keeps him strong under adverse conditions. Therefore, man should allow woman to help him think, resolve, cultivate, motivate and so forth. This is a reciprocal process, however; consequently, men must recognize and accept the fact that women are not doormats and need the same love in return. “Together we stand. Divided we fall.” Man must build woman up and not tear her down.  

     In my opinion, the emergence of any man, whether in biblical times or in the twenty-first century, is spiritual and dictated by God. God spoke the entire creation of heaven and earth into existence. Do not take my word for it. If you have a Bible open it up. If you have the heart read the first chapter of Genesis where God said, “Let there be light: and there was light" (Genesis 1:3). There is light outside, isn’t there? God also said, “Let the earth bring forth grass,” and grass sprang up (Genesis 1:11). Now look out your window and tell me if you see the grass. For the individuals who are struggling with creation, an exercise of belief is required to comprehend the Bible in its entirety. I suggest you take thirty minutes and imagine everything you read in the Bible is true. It is an exercise. Try it. What do you have to lose? You may feel a sense of joy you never felt before. Thereafter, you may want to continue to believe. 

     God is real people. He has a grand plan for all of us. We merely have to figure out (through study) what the plan is and where we fit in. Do you get it? Life is like a puzzle. Get in where you fit in and your relationships with family, friends and foes will work out for the best. Do not force any of the pieces; under no circumstances should you accept wooden nickels. Patience is a virtue. Exercise it.

     Initially, God set man as overseer of his creation. Thus, the rise of man was purely based upon God’s loving kindness and mercy to man. Throughout time, God’s spoken word has accomplished that which pleased him. God’s word "shall not return unto [him] void, but… prosper in the thing whereto [he] sent it” (Isaiah 55:11). Therefore, man’s prosperity is based upon God’s ultimate desire for man to succeed.

     From the sixth day of creation, God had every intention that man should prosper. As man was created in the image of God, all man had to do was imitate the creator. The problem with the first man imitating God, in my opinion, was the first man did not personally know God. Creation was complete. However, the intellectual growth of man was still in its infancy. Thus, the first man and those to come shortly after were birthed for one of God’s significant purposes, i.e., to set examples for future man on how to live and how not to live. 

     The first man’s lifestyle set clear examples of the consequence of righteous living as opposed to riotous living. It is sad to say that too many present-day men still have not adhered to the examples set by our real forefathers, not George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, but Adam, Moses, Noah and Abraham. Because of this, man remains in a state of confusion within his own mind, a degraded state. 

     If man understood he was a King of a King emanating from a long line of Kings and that his bloodline was priestly, royal even, maybe then man would also realize that woman came from the same royal bloodline and should be treated as a Queen. Having accurate knowledge of creation is the key to understanding your self and those in close proximity to you. 

     Knowledge of God is the beginning of wisdom, while the lack of knowledge of God is a one-way ticket to a chaotic environment with failure at the end of the road. The rise of man, in biblical times and in the twenty-first century, was and is predestined for God’s purpose. It is essential that we learn what God’s purpose is for us. Man’s rise in any era is due to God’s loving kindness, mercy and grace, and not necessarily to man’s repeated and sometimes unnecessary efforts to accomplish an endeavor (2 Timothy 1:9).

     A prime example is the Lord’s call of Abram/Abraham. The Lord said unto Abraham, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee” (Genesis 12:1). Notice, that man had nothing to do with locating this promised land. God said, “I will shew thee.”
     The Lord emphasized further to Abraham, “I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 12:2-3). Clearly, Abraham had very little to do with his astounding rise in stature. Abraham’s rise was because God wanted him to succeed for his purpose.

     This example applies today. However, if you are not familiar with the word of God, you will associate your success only with your endeavors and not with God’s will for you to succeed. Sure, you diligently worked to accomplish the goal, but who gave you the idea?  Who motivated you? Who opened the proper doors for you? It is simple. God manipulates people in and out of situations to accomplish what he needs to affect a certain result. While God uses us, he takes care of us better than any corporate benefit plan you can imagine. When man alters what he does not understand, effects other than what God intended arise.

     The book of Romans states, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestine to be conformed to the image of his Son" (Romans 8:28, 29).

     To support the latter scripture I will reference Jeremiah 1:4:  “Then the word of the Lord came unto me [Jeremiah], saying, before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” Thus, every human being on earth—whether sane or insane, whole or partial, just or unjust—is here because God sanctified him or her to be here for a purpose. No one is here by accident and no one prospers by luck. Every event that happens in life happens for a reason, including man’s rise, which is spiritual and for God’s purpose.

     It is of great importance that I elaborate a little further on the life of Jeremiah. Keep in mind I am only trying to point out that God is the cause of every man’s astounding rise, and man’s selfish ways are the cause of his fall. When man fails to acknowledge God’s eminent power working in his life, and sets himself  up high, as Satan did, man will fall every time: in his work, in his relationships, with his family, with his kids, and in his life, period. For the record, Satan, or Lucifer, was God’s most beautiful angel before he fell because of his prideful disobedience toward God (Ezekiel 28:11-19 and Isaiah 14:12-21).

     Jeremiah was just a kid when the Lord spoke to him; however, he was a wise kid. When God said he ordained Jeremiah a prophet unto the nations, Jeremiah responded to the Lord, “Lord God! Behold I cannot speak for I am just a child.” But God retorted, “Say not I am a child, for thou shall go to all that I shall send thee and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces for I am with thee to deliver thee” (Jeremiah 1:7, 8).
     Then the Lord, according to the King James Holy Bible, put forth his hand and touched Jeremiah’s mouth and said, “Behold I have put my words in thy mouth. See I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms to root out and to pull down and destroy and to throw down, to build and to plant” (Jeremiah 1: 9,10). Jeremiah’s rise was due to God’s love for him and God’s overall plan for the world. For the record, Jeremiah remained faithful until death in rebuking men for forsaking God Almighty.
     Once again, I am merely trying to point out that, in my opinion, man's success is always brought about by the hand of God, while man's failures are caused by the lust of his eyes, his avaricious behavior towards material possessions, his lack of knowledge of self, his lack of knowledge of God, and his disrespect towards others. Such characteristics hinder the transformation of the heart and mind needed to elevate one above the worldly standard of living to a spiritual standard of living. As God instructed Jeremiah to pull down and destroy evil, then build and plant agape love, so he instructs us. The sooner we plant and build a brotherly and sisterly Christian love for humanity, the sooner we will see a peaceful progress in our own life.      

     God set up king after king after king to prosper in life. He provided each king, and there were many, with the best land, the best horses and the best livestock. Man today thinks it was his father’s or grandfather’s idea to stay sugar sharp. Wrong! Not even that idea was man’s. God provided man with the finest silks, linens, and cottons. God even made sure man had a little “bling bling” by providing him with the rarest jewels, gold, onyx stones, sapphires, beryl, and diamonds. To top it off, God provided man with chariots that came with 24kt gold spinners as part of the standard package. The spinning wheels we see today on SUV’s are not new. 

     Overall, God took care of man then, and God takes care of man now. Man’s astounding rise is due to God’s love for him and God’s overall purpose for the world. God believes in giving everyone a chance to participate in the grand scheme. However, when an opportunity exists, if we do not take time to participate in it we will never know of the benefits available to us.  

     Jesus put the cap on the bottle when he asserted that if you go down the wide broad road, you are predestined to encounter a destructive path, even complete failure. However, if you go down the narrow strait road you are predestined to have life and life abundantly, which is another purpose God has in store for all humankind. There will be temptation on the narrow path, but if we remain focused and endure the temptation, in the end we will win (Matthew 7: 13, 14 and James 1:12).

     God is not a respecter of persons. This means God is impartial. God "maketh his sun rise on the evil and on the good." God also "sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust" Matthew 5:45). God formed and knew Jeremiah in the belly and blessed him before he came out from the womb, and God formed and knew Abraham in the belly and blessed him before he came out from the womb, and God formed Adam, the first man, from the dust of the ground and blessed him. God likewise knew, blessed, and foreordained every man and woman on the face of the earth today before he came forth from the womb to have an opportunity to know God, know his will, put his will into effect, and prosper. 
     God wanted and still wants the best for man. God initially set the stage where man could be completely self-sufficient and live forever in a heavenly paradise, The Garden of Eden. It is indubitable; man’s rise was spiritual and made possible by the benevolence of God. The same is true of the rise of every man and woman since creation. However, free will, coupled with temptation, greed, and an inaccurate knowledge of God, caused man to fall as quickly as he rose. Once the first man fell sin entered into the world, and consequently misery and death followed.

     Having created Adam from the dust of the ground, God had compassion on Adam. The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make him a help meet for him" (Genesis 2:18). The Lord God made man a woman and brought her unto him. Imagine the love God must have had for Adam, the first man, to make him a woman from his own rib and personally bring the woman to him. That is awesome!

     I bare witness God has the same degree of love for each one of us today. All we have to do is seek him out and let him work in our lives. Sometimes we look too hard and in the wrong place for resolutions. We become desperate and impatient. Such attitudes often lead to grasping the first seemingly plausible solution or being that comes along, only to find out later how polluted our thinking was. Patience is truly a virtue. For every man there is a good woman, and for every woman there is a good man.

     Now here is Adam and Eve stark naked in The Garden of Eden. Neither Adam nor Eve was ashamed of their nakedness, which leads me to believe that neither fully understood the ramifications of the commandment God specifically and initially gave man.

     "The Lord God commanded the man, saying, of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shall surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17). God did not elaborate this commandment. He went straight to the point. Do not eat of this tree or you will surely die.

     Adam and Eve were not the only life forms present when God gave this commandment. The serpent—which is symbolic of Satan, temptation, and evil and who is more subtle, artful, crafty, refined, and shrewd than any other creation of God—was lurking in the dark for an opportune time to tempt mankind to fall (Genesis 3:1).

     We can call Satan the watcher of human affairs. He searches out human weaknesses and makes accusations before God as to our faithfulness to God. Because Satan’s powers are limited, he continuously seeks divine permission from God to attack or tempt our weaknesses. Take the story of Job for example. 

     Satan is the father of lies, the father of deception. He is the prince of the world, the prince of darkness and evil spirits. Satan’s ultimate mission is to deceive us and destroy our joy, our peace of mind, our happiness, our families, our lives. It is via Satan that Eve was deceived and sin entered the world and man fell. It is because of Satan and man’s lack of initiative to unearth and incorporate the truth into his life that twenty-first century man falls short in his endeavors to fulfill his manhood. Age and wealth do not make a man.

     God forewarned Adam and Eve of the consequences of eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Satan, however, in the form of a serpent was crafty enough to convince Eve that eating of the tree of knowledge would not cause death but would cause her eyes to be open so that she would become a god who knows the difference between good and evil (Genesis 3:1-4). Satan did not completely lie. However, he tempted Eve’s curiosity. 

     When the woman Eve saw the tree was good for food and it was pleasant to the eyes and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit and did eat and gave also to her husband and he did eat. Adam’s eyes were open and he became as a god and he did know the difference between good and evil. However, just as God promised, this act of disobedience would surely bring forth man’s demise and woman's too.

     Man’s rise is due to the benevolence of God. Man’s fall is due to his ignorance, his lust of the eye and his disobedience towards God. 
     Adam and Eve, in my opinion, were justified in their disobedience toward God because they were created to be examples for future man and because they were not fully informed of what good and evil were. They were not fully informed of what life and death actually entailed, nor were they fully aware of who God actually was. One hilarious example is Eve talking to the serpent. She obviously thought such communication was normal. Let a serpent pull up to you or me and say, “What did God say?” As soon as the serpent said, "What," I’d be gone. I do not know about you, but I'd be gone like a 747 on a clear day. 
     To support my belief that Adam and Eve were completely naive about their surroundings and purpose, we will review a little more of their story. 

     After the fall of man, i.e. after both Adam and Eve took and ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, the Bible states, “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons” (Genesis 3:7). If you recall, earlier the Bible states, “And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed” (Genesis 2: 25). This verifies that initially Adam and Eve did not have the slightest clue what nakedness was, let alone life, death, good and evil.

     Next is the colloquy between God and Adam after the fall. “And the Lord God called unto Adam and said unto him, where art thou? And [Adam] said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And [God] said, Who told thee thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee thou shouldest not eat?” Finally, God concludes, “The man is become as one of us, to know good and evil” (Genesis 3:9-11, 22).

     Adam and Eve were justified in their acts of disobedience so that they might provide examples for future humankind. Based upon the above quoted scriptures, I believe it is safe to say Adam and Eve were not cognizant of life, death, good, or evil; nor were Adam and Eve aware of how or why these things manifested themselves or who God really was. Present-day man, however, has no excuse for being ignorant, disobedient, rebellious, malicious, and defiant to God. 

     “To know where you are going, you must know where you came from.” The Bible is the most profound history book ever written. Most importantly, it is God’s inspired word. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16, 17).

     God so loved man that he wrote a complete manual on how to live righteously. God does not want man to fail or be unhappy in his life. God included in his manual numerous examples of the consequences to expect when not living in compliance with his will. He also left numerous examples of what to expect when living in conformity to his will. Yet present-day man, the fallible creature that he is, continues to follow the beaten path of destruction set forth by his disobedient brothers before him.

     Man’s rise was and is due to God’s benevolence. Man’s fall was and is due to his failure to voluntarily reach out and try to get to know God and know God’s will for him. Time has a way of repeating itself, and present-day man continues to repeat the journeys of time past. Thus, as yesterday's man rose and fell, today’s man rises and falls likewise. There is a solution, however. It is of utmost importance that all men and women read the Bible for detailed instruction on how to live a wholesome life. Common sense is not enough. When operating out of self-interest, we can justify any wrong behavior.

     Our bodies are the temple of God. “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is Holy, which temple ye are” (1 Corinthians 3:16, 17). The same truth applies to woman.

     The temple is defiled each time man operates outside of God’s will. At some point in time, God will destroy man or allow him to destroy himself. Please! Do not take this statement lightly. The destruction of man has already occurred once. Through Adam and Eve’s disobedient acts, sin entered the world. Thereafter, man became a violent rolling stone. He did whatever he wanted whenever he wanted without regard to God. The Lord Almighty was displeased. “God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth,” and he did via the Great Flood (Genesis 6: 5-8). 

     If your son, your boyfriend, your father, your husband or your friend is not living according to the will of God, you cannot expect a long-term, blissful, harmonious, and peaceful relationship of any kind, for such a man is unstable. You may witness many men who commit immoral and illegal acts seemingly prosper, but you do not see the turmoil that transpires in their lives behind closed doors, and you will not see their end. According to the Bible, destruction awaits them. So do good as often as you can.

     The Bible provides an exhortation to various qualities and duties in Proverbs. “My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:  For length of days, and long life, and peace shall they add to thee. Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thy heart: So shalt thou find favor and good understanding in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes:  fear the Lord, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy naval, and marrow to thy bones. Honor the Lord with thy substance and with the first fruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty and thy presses shall burst out with new wine” (3:1-12).  

     If we follow these exhortations and ask God to direct our paths we will not go wrong. Life will get exceedingly better. Whatever better means to you, life will get better. Learn where you came from and then you will know how to get where you are going.

     The rise of man in biblical times and the present age is possible only because of God’s love for man. The fall of man in any era is due to man’s failure to grasp the knowledge necessary to fulfill God's purpose for him. The tree of knowledge today is the Holy Bible. Eat and live.

